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Government refused to join the Holy Alliance, but the Prince
Regent—that earnest Christian—wrote a letter to the Tsar ex-
pressing sympathy with his sentiments. When Alexander came
to speak to Castlereagh about the Alliance, it happened that
Wellington was present. Both of them (so Castlereagh wrote to
Lord Liverpool) had difficulty in preserving becoming gravity
while the Emperor was explaining the matter. It is interesting
to note that Alexander's conversion was universally recognized
as a victory for the reactionaries, and that the reactionaries them-
selves, all of whom professed Christianity, regarded the proposal
to live according to its principles as a proof of insanity.
Formally, the Holy Alliance itself had no influence on the
course of events, which were regulated by the Congresses of the
Great Powers provided for in the Final Act of the Congress of
Vienna. But in fact, during the fifteen years of black reaction
from 1815 to 1830, popular sentiment did not go astray in regard-
ing all the suppression of liberty that took place as the work of
the Holy Alliance. Alexander, as a result of his conversion,
ceased to be liberal, and consequently fell more and more under
the influence of Metternich. Metteraich's power in Europe would
have been less but for the timely intervention of Madame
Kriidener. The Tsar, it is true, tired of her before long, but re-
placed her by other religious mentors who were even more per-
nicious. There is a similarity between the relation of Alexander
to Madame Kriidener and that of Nicholas II to Rasputin. There
is also a difference: the one is comedy and the other tragedy. But
the comedy ceases when we pass from the person of the Tsar
to the world at large. Neapolitan patriots died or suffered life-
long imprisonment, Russian soldiers were flogged to death, Greeks
were impaled, because Alexander's tender conscience demanded
these sacrifices. Before he found salvation he was humane; after-
wards, he sank gradually into greater and greater depths of
cruelty.
The Congresses that carried on the system inaugurated by
Vienna were: Aix-la-Chapelle, in 1818; Troppau and Laibach
(which were virtually one), in 1820-1; and Verona, in 1822.
Aix-la-Chapelle, which Metternich described as ca very pretty
little Congress,' was largely concerned with the affairs of France.
It was agreed that within two months the foreign troops should
evacuate French territory. Russia, Austria, Prussia, and England
renewed the treaty of Chaumont, by which, in 1814, they had
bound themselves to oppose any government in France which was

